
© Ivan Steiger MMXXI 

 
And you shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength. These 
words, which I am commanding you 
today, shall be on your heart. And you 
shall repeat them diligently to your 
sons and speak of them when you sit in 
your house, when you walk on the 
road, when you lie down, and when 
you get up. (Deuteronomy 6:5-7) 
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DEAR GOD’S SERVANTS 

Can we truly love God as command-
ed in Dt 6:5? We can't, but our love for 
Him should be constantly growing. 

Before the end of the year, we want 
to share with you the events of the last 
days of this year. As it seems that while 

this year has been full of trials, in the 
end, it has also been a time of great 
encouragement and new hope. 

Covid's time has changed every-
thing, and most conference-like events 
were canceled. 

Despite it, in November we went to 
Kroměříž for a whole weekend. Pavel 
preached in a Bible Church. As always, 
on the occasion of being away from 
home, we visited relatives and friends 
nearby. 

We were not only delighted, but 
more importantly encouraged that the 
post-communist generation has a solid 
Christian foundation, direction, and 
purpose. Thanks to the American mis-
sionaries who have been working here 
for several years, God's work is pro-
gressing well. In Kroměříž, the Czech 
Bible Institute is training more minis-
ters and future preachers. 

A few days after our return, the 
Covid crisis was declared again. We 
were invited by Christian Fellowship to 
Silesia. This raised the question: "to go 
or not to go, to participate or to stay at 



home?” Plus, the first snowstorm was 
imminent. Halfway through the drive it 
was getting dark by 4 pm, which was 
unpleasant.  

The destination in Silesia was about 
300 miles away. Trucks dominated the 
highway, and the darkness and fog 
forced us to hang on to the rear red 
lights of the vehicle in front of us. Even 
small accidents in driving conditions 
like that would stop traffic for hours. 
PTL we made it with only a few slow-
downs. 

This time we were looking forward 
to attending the International Christian 
Fellowship Conference and celebration 
of the 30th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Christian Fellowship in 
the post-communist days. Underground 
activities ceased to be illegal and time 
for working freely began. The topic of 
the conference was The Resolute 
Heart. Pavel preached twice next day 
on Sunday. 

We didn't know until the last minute 
if the conference would be held or if 
the lockdown would affect this event as 
well. The Germans and Slovaks could 
not come due to lock-down. Only those 
from Poland, Bohemia, and the Silesia 
Language Triangle came. This region is 
close to the Polish border and there are 
many mixed families. 

 
REGION CHURCH HISTORY 

The Evangelical Church in Těšínsko, 
Silesia, has existed in various organiza-

tional forms continuously from the first 
half of the 16th century until today. 

Although at the time of the Bohe-
mian Reformation Těšín was part of the 
Bohemian state, Hussite ideas were 
applied here only to a limited extent. 
On the other hand, the inhabitants of 
the Principality of Těšín were positive 
towards Luther's Reformation a hun-
dred years later. The Reformation here 
was peaceful and conservative. 

In 1938, the Czechoslovak part of 
Těšín was occupied by the Polish army, 
and all the congregations of the Augs-
burg Evangelical Church in Eastern Si-
lesia Czechoslovakia found themselves 
on Polish territory. In December of the 
same year, they were annexed to the 
Silesian diocese of the Evangelical-
Augsburg Church in Poland. The follow-
ing year, however, the entire territory 
of the Silesian diocese was annexed to 
the German Reich, and the congrega-
tions in Těšín were shortly afterward 
placed under the German Consistory in 
Wrocław. Most of the pastors were de-
prived of their ministry, many of them 
were imprisoned or executed; after a 
time, services were held only in Ger-
man. 

The period after World War II 
brought many hopes for a free future, 
which in many cases turned into bitter 
disappointments. The date of February 
25, 1948, marks the rise of the Com-
munist Party of Czechoslovakia and the 
beginning of totalitarianism. The socio-



political changes that soon began to 
manifest themselves in the penetration 
of totalitarian communist power into all 
areas of social life, also significantly 
influenced events in the Silesian Evan-
gelical Church. 

The churches came under the direct 
supervision and control of the state. 
Although the state provided the clergy 
with a state salary and provided the 
churches with a certain amount of eco-
nomic security from the state treasury, 
it nevertheless controlled them com-
pletely. It made its own decisions and 
granted or withdrew approval for pas-
tors and lay workers to exercise cleri-
cal, pastoral, and preaching ministries. 
The state exercised supervision and 
control over the churches through 
church secretaries at the level of dis-
tricts and regions. It was the duty of 
each pastor to keep the appropriate 
district secretary informed of all devel-
opments in the congregation, to seek 
approval in the event of a visit or sub-
stitution by another pastor, to submit 
for approval programs of worship, the 
financial budget of the congregation, 
candidates for election to the presby-
tery, and to seek approval in the con-
duct of business. The state gave special 
attention and control to work among 
children and youth as well as mission 
activities. Pastoral and congregational 
work under these conditions was very 
demanding. 

After the fall of communism in 1989, 
the Christian Fellowship was restored 
after 41 years as an independent Chris-
tian movement within the Silesian 
Evangelical Church.  

The annual youth conference was a 
big event and in the early years of our 
ministry here, we became regular guest 
speakers. What a joy it was to reunite 
with those who were part of post-
communist youth events. We were all 
the more pleased that our ministry was 
not forgotten by those who attended at 
that time. 

We didn't understand fully the ser-
mon in Polish, the preacher spoke too 
fast. However, we understand 85% of 
the written Polish text. Therefore, we 
had no problem singing and under-
standing words in Polish. A special fea-
ture of this region is the “our-way-
language. The locals use a mix of pre-
dominantly Polish, some Czech, Slovak 
and even German words. That kind of 
language we understood without many 
problems. The German paper was 
translated into Czech and read. The 
Slovak contribution was presented 
online. 

During the conference, we appreci-
ated the uniqueness of the region. We 
are accepted and loved as part of one 
big family. From thirty years ago we 
met grandfathers, fathers, sons, and 
now grandsons and a few great-
grandchildren. 
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To tell the truth, this was for us a 
marathon weekend. During the confer-
ence and the Sunday morning and 
evening messages in the congregation, 
we encountered unexpected reunions. 
One of the brothers came to say thank 
you for the radio programs they lis-
tened to during the military service 
more than 30 years ago; those were 
programs produced in Indonesia and 
Ecuador. In this case, even their com-
mander turned a blind eye and they 
were not punished for listening to 
broadcasts from Monte Carlo or Quito. 
To listen to a foreign broadcast of any 
kind was then illegal. 

To get together with those who were 
producing and recording programs in 
this fellowship was touching. Now, 
what a technology we all have, and 
opportunities, despite Covid, for push-
ing these limits and opportunities so 
much further. 

It is wonderful to see this strong re-
gion of believers passing on the faith 
from father to son. We look forward, 
Lord willing, to next summer's youth 
event. 

We also look forward with anticipa-
tion to another year that our Lord has 
prepared for us. Opportunities are 
many, disciples are few. 

PRAISES AND PRAYERS 

 Project Lili is on the way. We gath-
ered many pictures and written tes-

timony and the first pages look very 
good.  

 Our translating projects are moving 
on; while at the conference we 
found new people who can help us, 
especially in editing. 

 We wish everyone a joyful and Merry 
Christmas. 
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IN OUR LIFE AND 

THE CZECH & SLOVAK 

MINISTRIES 

 
In His Sovereign Grace, 

Pavel and Klara Steiger 
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